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STUDY:

A total of  6 dogs participated in the study. Four dogs were Shetland sheepdogs and two dogs were Collies.  Three dogs were females and three dogs were males. All dogs were intact except for 2 females.   All diagnosed were diagnosed with dermatomyositis based on clinical signs and diagnostic test results.  All dogs had dermatolologic lesions and one dog had both dermatologic lesions and myositis with megesophagus.  Dogs were treated with dapsone at a dose of 1 mg/kg every 8 hours orally for 3 months.  Monthly recheck visits were performed.  Blood work and urinalysis were performed at the beginning of the study and during each recheck visit.  Skin lesions were measured and the average of these lesions were recorded for each of the body sites (face, ears, tail tip, right front leg, right rear leg, left front leg, left rear leg, body). 
RESULTS:

No significant abnormalities or changes were noted on blood work during the treatment period.  All dogs had partial to complete response to the dapsone.  The response to dapsone appeared to be lesion area dependent. Tail lesions were responsive to treatment (complete resolution) in 75% of the cases (2 out of 3 dogs).  Facial lesions were partially but not completely responsive to treatment 83%  (5 out of 6) of the dogs. Lesions on the ear tips were completely responsive 100% (1 out of 1 dog).    One dog had complete resolution of lesions on the face.  However in the dogs that had facial lesions which were partially treatment response, the nonresponsive areas on the face were locations that had been previously biopsied and thought to be permanently scarred areas. Partial and not complete response was noted on dogs with lesion on the legs.   Only one dog had muscular involvement (i.e. megaesphogus).  The muscular lesions were not responsive to dapsone treatment.
