BREEDING STUDY RESEARCH UPDATE
By late 2005, five puppies, whelped from DM test breedings, have not displayed any symptoms of DM. The first, from a prematurely whelped litter of four (two stillborn, one surviving two days and the one survivor) turns five in late January 2006 and he does not have the suspicious allele found in the initial DNA studies even though both of his parents do have that allele.  The other four, from a normal gestation litter of five (one stillborn), will be three years old in December.  Both litters were out of the same dam who is borderline mildly/moderately affected with DM.  The first litter was sired by a very mildly affected DM dog.  The second litter was sired by a normal dog.  We have had two other litters whelped, both out of the same moderately affected bitch.  The first litter, a single puppy that survived twenty four hours, was sired by a normal appearing male who had sired a previous litter of two pups—one is severely affected with DM and the other has megaesophagus that tested negative for DM.  The second litter for this bitch, from a normal sire, resulted in two stillborn pups.  This moderately affected bitch had apparent resorptions of litters when mated to DM affected sires.  One severely affected bitch also had apparent resorptions when bred, both to normal and DM affected sires. 
As of fall of 2009 all five shelties from the test breedings continue to remain DM symptom free.
